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Early Years 
The Early Years at Richard Durning’s Primary School aims to provide the highest quality care and education for all our children thereby giving them a strong foundation for their future learning. We create a safe, creative and happy environment with motivating and enjoyable learning experiences that enable children to become confident and independent. We value the individual child and work alongside parents and others to meet their needs and help every child to reach their full potential.
Nursery & Reception
Children learning in Nursery and Reception classes are known as the Early Years.  We follow the National Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework.
 
Early Years Foundation Stage
 
The EYFS framework explains how and what children will be learning to support their healthy development and provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.
 
The EYFS specifies requirements for learning and development and for safeguarding children and promoting their welfare. 
 
Children will learn skills, acquire new knowledge and demonstrate their understanding through 7 areas of learning and development.
 
The 3 prime areas are:
· Communication and language;
· Physical development; and
· Personal, social and emotional development.
 
These prime areas are those most essential for a child’s healthy development and future learning.
 
The specific areas are:
· Literacy;
· Mathematics;
· Understanding the world; and
· Expressive arts and design.
 
All 7 areas of learning are used to plan children’s learning and activities. The staff at Richard Durning’s make sure that the activities are suited to your child’s unique needs. This is a little bit like the curriculum in the rest of the school but it's suitable for very young children, and it's designed to be really flexible so that staff can follow your child's unique needs and interests.
 
Children in the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being active, and through creative and critical thinking which takes place both indoors and outside. It is very important that they develop social skills, such as turn-taking, sharing and independence, which help them greatly in the next stages of their learning.  The guiding principles that shape our practice in the Early Years are that children are born ready, able and eager to learn.  They actively reach out to interact with other people, and in the world around them.  
 
This does not mean that all your child's learning is divided up into specific areas.  One experience may provide a child with opportunities to develop a number of skills and concepts across several areas of learning.  

Phonics teaching and learning are a key part of the Foundation Stage and help to develop early reading and writing skills.  

Children work and play independently, with a strong emphasis on choice and being able to sustain concentration on projects, as well as joining a variety of teaching assistant and teacher-led activities. We encourage a partnership with parents so they are actively involved in their children's learning.
 
Early Learning Goals
[bookmark: _GoBack]The EYFS curriculum consists of 17 aspects of learning, at Richard Durning’s we provide our pupils with the opportunities the meet the Early Learning Goals in all of these aspects.
 
To find out more about the Early Learning Goals click the link below.
 
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2012/03/Development-Matters-FINAL-PRINT-AMENDED.pdf
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